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National Poverty in America Awareness Month
Poverty often reduces the options for victims of domestic violence to leave their batterer
Dayton, OH- Domestic violence can affect all people regardless of race, ethnicity or income, yet studies report that those with an annual income below $25,000 are three times more likely to experience intimate partner violence than those with a higher income. (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2006) Further studies show that over 50% of women receiving welfare benefits report having experienced some sort of intimate partner violence in their adult lives (Jill Davies, Policy Blueprint on Domestic Violence and Poverty). 
“Poverty does not cause domestic violence, but it certainly limits the options for victims,” said Patti Schwarztrauber, executive director of Artemis Center. “Once a victim leaves their dangerous situation, there is no guarantee of shelter, food or even health care for themselves or their children. This poses a difficult choice for victims without access to financial resources. Far too often the choice is: stay with the batterer or become homeless.”

January is National Poverty in America Awareness Month. This January, Artemis Center asks you to take a moment to reflect on what you can do to help create more options for low-income victims of domestic violence. Consider donating funds to assist survivors who need additional training and education in order to become financially independent. Or consider picking up a few extra items at the grocery to help stock the Artemis Center pantry.  
To learn more about poverty and domestic violence visit the Artemis website, www.artemiscenter.org or Facebook www.facebook.com/ArtemisCenterDayton. For more information about how you can help fight poverty and domestic violence call 
937-461-5091.
Artemis Center

The mission of Artemis Center is to Lead the Community in its Commitment to End Domestic Violence. Since 1985, Artemis Center has served more than 85,000 victims of domestic violence in our community by providing vital services designed to help victims and their children stay safe from violence in their homes. 
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